
Aquifer Exemption Criteria Guidance 

The following questions should be answered to determine 
if an aquifer can be exempted under §146.4 of Title 40 of 
the Code of Federal Regulations. A zone of injection 
(aquifer) which is a USDW (Underground Source of Drinking 
Water) can be deemed exempted by answering no to question #1 
and answering yes to any part of question #2 or question #3. 
The addendum on the following pages should be consulted to 
assist the applicant in answer~ng parts of questions #2 and 
#3. 

1. Is zone of injection (aquifer) currently 
being used as a source of drinking water? 

2. If the answer is yes to one of the four 
questions listed below, then the zone of 
injection cannot now and will not in the 
future serve as a source of drinking water 

(a) Is the zone of injection in a mineral, 
hydrocarbon or geothermal energy 
producing zone, or can it be demonstrated 
as part of a permit application for a 
Class II or III operation to contain 
minerals or hydrocarbons that considering 
their quantity and location are expected 
to be commercially producible? 

(b) Is the zone of injection situated at a 
depth or location which makes recovery 
of water for drinking water purposes 
economically or technologically 
impractical? 
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